
The Frog Prince s 
Christmas Tale 





Lucy visited the castle with her parents. The little girl 
was enchanted by the candy – colours and by the golden-
crowned Frog Prince sitting at the reception. She felt as 
if she was the countess and this was her fairytale. She 
decided to explore every nook and cranny.



When the castle finally calmed down in the evening, she 
set out on an exploratory journey. As she was passing by 
the reception desk, the golden-crowned porcelain frog on 
the table came to life.
- Where are you going Lucy? 
Lucy was not even surprised, because in fairy tales,
anything can happen and according to the legend, ani-
mals can talk at Christmas time.
- I want to explore the castle. Every year we visit a 
hotel with my parents at Christmas time. It is a tradition 
in our family.
- We also have our own Christmas tra-
ditions – said the Frog Prince. We try to 
preserve these ancient traditions, so they do 
not sink into oblivion. They make the time of 
waiting more beautiful. The countesses used 
to prepare for the festive celebrations just the 
way we are. Come, I’ll show you.



The Frog Prince took Lucy by her hand and took her to 
show her their traditions.



- They were eagerly waiting for the first Advent 
Sunday. On this day the Christmas tree was set up and 
decorated with apples and nuts. The first Christmas tree 
was set up in the 15th century in Latvia and Strassburg. 
This habit spread in Hungary in the 19th century, and it 
is believed that the first Hungarian Christmas tree was 
decorated in 1824 by countess Teréz Brunszvik. It used 
to be decorated with apples and nuts, but nowadays 
there are many various decorations, yet my favorite is 
the three-legged horse. He is my good friend, we used 
to go on many adventures together. We will set up our 
Christmas tree on the 1st of December, and singers will 
also come to celebrate with us.



- We are having a festive Brunch on this day. You can 
taste all of my favorite meals, and the cakes at the Advent 
Candy Bar! You’ll see! Every Sunday we have an Advent 
feast! Almost every meal served during the holiday has 
its own significance. According to the folkways, poppy 
seeds bring wealth, honey sweetens the everyday life, and 
walnut destroys all the evil intentions.



- What is Advent?
-  Advent means waiting and preparation. We’re 
getting ready for the Christmas Holiday. On the first 
Sunday, we make an advent wreath with four candles, 
we light one on each Advent Sunday. The first candle is 
the candle of hope, the second is for Sunday of peace, the 
third represents joy, and the fourth stays for the flame of 
love.



As they continued to wander around the castle, they have 
found a golden frame with a lot of hanging gift boxes.
- Don’t you put your Chrismas presents under the 
Christmas tree?
- This is an Advent calendar. The first Advent 
calendar was made by a German mother because her 
little son was looking forward to Christmas so much that 
she wanted to make the waiting easier for him. She put 
twenty-four pieces of candy on a hard sheet of paper and 
her son ate one of them every day until Christmas. This is 
our calendar and every day someone can open a window 
on it and find a little present in it. But only if they find 
me, the Frog Prince. If you stay, maybe you can open the 
first window.



Meanwhile, they entered a room, where straw was spread 
on the floor.
- What is this for? 
-  It’s prepared for Saint Nicholas´ donkeys. Once 
upon a time there was a bishop called St. Nicholas, 
known for his generosity and love for others. He became 
the forerunner of Christmas. In early December he visits 
us to give gifts to kids.
Lucy listened to the Frog Prince with wide open eyes.



- The next day we’re going to ride a carriage pulled by 
horses. There will be hot drinks and maybe we will see 
deers or rabbits. When we get back to the castle, the 
sauna master will perform a “regös” sauna seance for 
us. It is a warming experience! According to the ancient 
Hungarian tradition, the “regösök” wished for good luck 
when going from house to house singing.
- There is another interesting tradition on Thomas’ 
day. Back in the days, pigs were often slaughtered in 
this time of the year, and their fat was thought to be 
healing. We will also have a 
pig slaughter. It starts in the 
early morning, when our 
breath is still frosty.



-  And Lucy, this will be 
my special gift to you: The 
Nutcracker Ballet Afternoon, 
an essential part of the 
celebration. This is the tale of 
courage and goodness in the 
realm of the game.
- We have another very 
important tradition. We 
personally prepare for 
Christmas with spacial care: 
we clean up our homes and 

settle our relationships. Christmas is said to be the 
meeting of old and new, the beginning and the end. 
Christmas days are the time of joy, hope and peace. But 
it’s late, it’s time to sleep. - I cannot wait to try them 
all! – said Lucy, yawning.



The next morning Lucy couldn’t wait to tell her parents 
about her last night´s adventure. They listened to the 
tale of the Frog Prince with a smile on their face. As they 
walked past the reception desk, the golden-crowned Frog 
Prince was sitting motionless. But Lucy knew the animals 
were talking only at Christmas time. But, for one night 
only. So, until next year. Because they’ll come here again 
next year! It’s going to be a tradition.
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